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The	
  regular	
  monthly	
  meeting	
  of	
  the	
  Avery	
  County	
  Chief's	
  Committee	
  was	
  called	
  to	
  
order	
  by	
  Chief	
  Bob	
  Garland	
  at	
  the	
  Elk	
  Park	
  Fire	
  Station.	
  All	
  departments	
  were	
  
represented.	
  
	
  
Association	
  President	
  Junior	
  Sluder	
  addressed	
  the	
  committee	
  on	
  behalf	
  of	
  the	
  Fire	
  
Commission.	
  He	
  explained	
  that	
  they	
  wanted	
  to	
  have	
  a	
  volunteer	
  firemen's	
  
appreciation	
  dinner	
  in	
  September	
  or	
  October.	
  Sites	
  such	
  as	
  Heritage	
  Park	
  or	
  Camp	
  
Yonanoka	
  were	
  discussed.	
  He	
  asked	
  that	
  each	
  department's	
  members	
  be	
  
canvassed	
  and	
  that	
  the	
  chief's	
  bring	
  back	
  an	
  approximate	
  number	
  of	
  adults	
  and	
  
children	
  would	
  attend.	
  If	
  the	
  monies	
  for	
  this	
  event	
  are	
  approved	
  in	
  next	
  year's	
  
budget,	
  a	
  committee	
  would	
  be	
  set	
  up	
  to	
  plan	
  the	
  event.	
  
	
  
It	
  was	
  mentioned	
  that	
  the	
  proposed	
  part	
  time	
  or	
  full	
  time	
  extra	
  employee	
  would	
  
pass	
  with	
  the	
  Fire	
  Commission.	
  
	
  
Bob	
  reported	
  that	
  the	
  text	
  message	
  system	
  was	
  having	
  problems	
  linking	
  up	
  with	
  
Carolina	
  Wests	
  cell	
  phones	
  -­‐	
  but	
  that	
  dispatch	
  was	
  working	
  on	
  the	
  problem.	
  He	
  
noted	
  that	
  I	
  Am	
  Responding	
  was	
  being	
  ordered	
  and	
  that	
  it	
  would	
  text	
  message	
  
and	
  resolve	
  the	
  problem.	
  The	
  Fire	
  Commission	
  was	
  trying	
  to	
  get	
  the	
  cost	
  put	
  into	
  
the	
  dispatch	
  center	
  budget.	
  Bob	
  Pudney	
  and	
  Danny	
  Clark	
  were	
  put	
  on	
  a	
  
committee	
  to	
  implement	
  the	
  system.	
  
	
  
Junior	
  Sluder	
  presented	
  and	
  reviewed	
  the	
  association	
  budget	
  of	
  $	
  26,973.00.	
  Bob	
  
thanked	
  Junior	
  and	
  David	
  Charles	
  for	
  the	
  work	
  that	
  they	
  put	
  into	
  the	
  budget.	
  
	
  
Members	
  discussed	
  the	
  Fire	
  Commissions	
  desire	
  to	
  have	
  the	
  paid	
  employees	
  do	
  
department	
  bookkeeping	
  instead	
  of	
  an	
  out	
  side	
  company.	
  It	
  was	
  agreed	
  that	
  this	
  
would	
  be	
  impractical.	
  
	
  
The	
  Fire	
  Commission's	
  meeting	
  with	
  the	
  County	
  Commissioners	
  was	
  discussed.	
  It	
  
was	
  noted	
  that	
  the	
  new	
  Frank	
  &	
  Green	
  Valley	
  stations	
  were	
  discussed.	
  The	
  



commissioners	
  wanted	
  the	
  stations	
  to	
  be	
  alike	
  and	
  did	
  not	
  understand	
  the	
  
differences	
  in	
  the	
  sites.	
  They	
  also	
  asked	
  the	
  Fire	
  Commission	
  to	
  gather	
  more	
  
information	
  on	
  the	
  proposed	
  buildings.	
  The	
  commissioners	
  made	
  no	
  decisions	
  
and	
  offered	
  no	
  additional	
  monies.	
  They	
  wanted	
  to	
  increase	
  the	
  fire	
  tax	
  by	
  1/2	
  
cent	
  to	
  pay	
  to	
  operate	
  the	
  Rescue	
  Squad.	
  Members	
  weren't	
  sure	
  that	
  the	
  fire	
  tax	
  
statute	
  would	
  allow	
  that.	
  The	
  Commissioners	
  decided	
  to	
  require	
  that	
  all	
  new	
  
trucks	
  purchased	
  would	
  be	
  titled	
  to	
  the	
  Fire	
  Commission.	
  After	
  discussion,	
  Kennie	
  
McFee	
  moved	
  that	
  "	
  all	
  truck	
  purchases	
  be	
  in	
  the	
  name	
  of	
  the	
  departments".	
  
Matt	
  seconded	
  the	
  motion	
  and	
  it	
  passed	
  unanimously.	
  
	
  
Candidates	
  for	
  the	
  next	
  election	
  were	
  discussed.	
  
	
  
There	
  being	
  no	
  further	
  business,	
  the	
  meeting	
  was	
  adjourned.	
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